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CONCLUSIONS 
1. The training events (such as Pericles actions) represent a fruitful opportunity to increase 

cooperation and networking and to share best practices and information. Anyway, areas 
most affected by counterfeit production, in addition to the traditional ones as in Italy, 
Bulgaria and Romania, are growing and we need to involve more countries in training 
projects, even beyond the EU borders.  
 

2. The Balkans, as transit area, is a target for the criminal organisations. We have to 
enhance the training commitment in this area, involving all relevant authorities. The role 
of Customs and postal services will be more central and decisive.  
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3. The actual adoption of the Geneva Convention provides not only compliance with its legal 
framework, but also to establish effective rules and procedures for ensuring its correct 
implementation. Thus, setting up NCOs should facilitate a real, effective and fast route to  
international cooperation and a reinforcement of domestic coordination among 
authorities and the development specific expertise in tackling currency counterfeiting.  

4. Considering the necessity to enhance the preventive approach, the involvement of the 
stakeholders, including the private sector, is now increasingly pressing. Banking 
associations, banks and other intermediaries, big retailers, trade unions, cash handlers, 
experts and academia will have to represent a particular target of awareness raising 
project in the field of the anti-counterfeiting actions. The EUROPOL approach appears 
very interesting, proposing the Unique Expert Network as a virtuous circle which involves 
the private sector, law enforcement, customs, regulators, judicial authorities and 
international organisations. Finally, according to the LEAs findings, particular attention 
should be devoted to business relationships among private citizens, especially in the pre-
owned market. 

5. In the framework of the protection of the Euro against counterfeiting, it shall be 
emphasised the proactive role of the institutions/bodies (ECB-CAC, EC-ETSC, ECEG, CCEG, 
NACs, CNACs) in charge of the international cooperation of this matter in promoting new 
protective measures (such as the introduction of the new 100 € and 200 € banknotes) and 
simplification initiatives (e.g. in Italy the suspension of the production of 1 and 2 euro 
cent coins since 1 January 2018). As well as, in the field of the counterfeit deterrence, the 
role of the Central Bank Counterfeit Deterrence Group (CBCDG) shall be underlined in the 
development and diffusion of technologies and instruments. Exploring the use of the new 
technologies (e.g. polymers) and the impact of these tools on counterfeiting phenomenon, 
in order to evaluate their strengths and weaknesses, could be debated in a specific 
session of the next seminars. 

6. Considering the increasing phenomenon of unfit banknotes and coins (e.g. stained 
banknotes, re-assembled coins), raising awareness shall be encouraged. Devoting a 
proper session to the framework of training actions could be a pragmatic solution in order 
to share common practices and promote already existing guidelines, especially in the 
Balkans and in the South East Europe. Actually, stained banknotes are not really a 
currency counterfeiting crime and therefore inviting an expert from Europol - AP Furtum 
to talk about how tackle this problem ATM attacks might be a further next step in 
efficiently tackling this issue. 

7. Sharing effective enforcement practices (flash money, undercover agents, etc.) could be 
boosted through information and staff exchange projects among LEAs, in order to 
stimulate the setting up of NCOs in countries where they are not present. Providing 
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adequate visibility to financial instruments already available for purchasing special 
equipment and implementing joint investigation teams, involving Europol and Eurojust.  

8. The increase of distribution channels via the Darknet for counterfeit and raw materials 
(holograms, inks, paper, etc.) is evident. The keys to tackle this are to be conscious of the 
cross-border dimension of the phenomenon and to intensify cooperation among national 
authorities (LEAs, prosecutors, Central Bank, Customs, experts). Moreover, the role of 
Europol is becoming ever more crucial in this challenge. Last but not least the need to 
organise specific training courses on the Darknet, as well as a closer cooperation with 
cybercrime units could facilitate drafting a manual of best practises on how to investigate 
the Darknet. The OF2CEN Project, created by the Italian Police and recently exported to 
the European Union, represents a best practice as example of collaboration among police 
forces, public authorities, international bodies, banking and financial institutions. 

9. LEAs have gathered information and have conducted investigation into crypto-assets. The 
proper characteristics of CAs (pseudo-anonymity, high level of technologies used, cross-
border aspects) could represent a serious risk, since criminal organisations could use CAs 
as mean of payment (e.g. buyers and sellers use crypto-assets to purchase raw materials 
and counterfeit). It is more difficult for LEAs to trace criminal activities on the dark web 
but it can be done with adequate skills and knowledge. The crypto-assets are not still 
regulated in all EU countries and not properly monitored (suspicious transactions are 
often not reported to Financial Intelligence Units). In addition, the sector is not well 
organised and there is a need for specific guidance. However, the very first initiative is the 
2018/843 EU Directive which recognises “obliged entities” custodian wallet providers and 
providers engaged in exchange services between virtual currencies and fiat currencies. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


