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CONCLUSIONS 

Following the discussion and debate among the experts in the plenary sessions and in light of 

the outcomes of the afternoon workshops, the main conclusions1 of the Seminar are as 

follows: 

 

1. The importance of the 4 pillars to support the protection of the euro against 

counterfeiting: prevention, dedicated training, cooperation and repression; 

2. The effort to create new euro banknotes in order to improve security features and to 

ensure a clean circulation, which would enhance confidence and trust in currency;  

3. The key role of the first line of defence (public and retailers) in order to raise 

awareness as a consequence of an appropriate communication without creating 

unjustified alarm, simple tools as stickers on shops and IT and innovative tools such 

as social media and applications; 

4. The function of the second barrier of protection, namely the importance of FIs and 

cash handlers authentication procedures thanks to training provided by national 

bank associations, which play a crucial role in the public-private partnership; 

                                                           
1
 Under no circumstances shall the conclusions of the experts be read as official positions and/or commitment(s) by their 

respective Countries or Institutions. 
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5. The importance of training the trainer in the third countries also to reinforce the 

international dialogue and the cooperation, mostly thanks to Pericles 2020 

Programme; 

6. The significance of appropriate training for specialized investigators on economic 

and financial matters; 

7. Cooperation is a key asset at each level: international (bilateral, multilateral), 

domestic, interdepartmental; 

8. Creating a security Forum to protect the euro against counterfeiting; 

9. The relevance to adopt a stakeholder’s approach, which needs to involve all the 

different actors for euro protection, such as Central Banks, Law Enforcements 

authorities, banks, retailers and public; 

10. Counterfeiting is a crime linked to other serious threats to the national economy like 

money laundering and tax evasion; 

11. The necessity to adopt adequate investigative tools, such as those which are used 

against organised crime, like undercover agents, wiretapping, Police supervision, 

compulsory residence, confiscation of property; 

12. The risk posed by darknet as market place where it is possible to buy counterfeited 

banknotes, coins and holograms;  

13. Aggression on illicit assets represents a helpful instrument to hinder both 

counterfeiting and related crimes; 

14. New threats emerging from identified sensitive geographical areas, often used by 

criminal associations. 


