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CONCLUSIONS 

Following the discussion and debate among the Mediterranean anti-counterfeiting experts in 

the Plenary sessions, and in light of the outcomes of the afternoon Workshops, the main 

conclusions1 of the Seminar are hereby provided: 

1. The meaningfulness of the four pillars to support the protection of the euro against 

counterfeiting: prevention, dedicated training, cooperation, and repression; 

2. Pericles 2016 guidelines dealt with: a) stakeholder approach; b) innovations in 

instruments, tools, procedures and legal framework; c) exchange of best practices to 

develop new solutions against counterfeits; d) running Pericles by means of 

information and data inter-operativeness among national bodies/offices and 

partners. 

3. The key role of stakeholders, or “stakeholder approach”, and their proactive and 

comprehensive action. The role of general public, retailers and cash handlers is 

                                                           
1 

Under no circumstances shall the conclusions of the experts be read as official positions and/or commitment(s) by their 

respective Countries or Institutions. 
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extremely important in the fight against counterfeits put into circulation. In 

particular, it is advisable: 

o To further raise awareness among general public also by means of innovative 

communication tools, social media and software applications (E.g.: Dutch 

“Genuine or Counterfeit” App is an interesting tool for improving public 

awareness). As such, it is advisable to involve citizens, who are the first line of 

defence, and implement the Dutch “Genuine or Counterfeit” App through 

possible connection with public databases; 

o To raise awareness among retailers on relevance of counterfeiting 

phenomenon and provide useful guidance on behaviour in case of payments of 

suspect counterfeits. As such, boost the function of the second (defence line) 

barrier and inform retailers of specific support instruments available (devices), 

dedicated to retailers and tested by Central Banks of the Euro System 

(currently published on ECB website). To underline the crucial role of retailers 

properly checking cash, also by means of ad-hoc trainings and relevant stickers 

informing the public that a control system of notes is in place; 

o To boost the anti-counterfeiting action by cash handlers, who are the third line 

of protection, with respect to authentication procedures; a crucial role can be 

also played by banking associations by means of training courses and other ad-

hoc measures; 

o To generally improve public-private partnerships by identifying new 

instruments and developing new ideas – e.g. the experience of plastic 

banknotes in UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, to ensure more durable 

banknotes in circulation. 

4. The importance of maintaining permanent cooperation forum in the Mediterranean 

Area to reinforce international dialogue and exchange of technical data, mostly by 

means of the Pericles 2020 Programme. Cooperation is a key asset at both 

international and national level. 
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5. Establish a mailing list of Mediterranean experts in anti-counterfeiting to exchange 

information on key indicators (early warning on geographical distribution, ratio: 

suspect counterfeits/population, etc.), by means of available tools and systems.  

6. Raising awareness of judicial staffs on protecting currencies against counterfeiting 

by means of specific workshops on technical methodological aspects. 

7. Counterfeiting is a crime linked to other serious threats to the national economy 

such as money laundering and tax evasion. Indeed, the risk posed by dark net as 

market place where it is possible to buy counterfeited banknotes, coins and 

holograms. New threats are emerging from identified sensitive geographical areas, 

often used by criminal associations. 

8. EU Regulation on cross-border euro cash transport (DECS/Cash Edi - GS1). 

9. Implementation of Directive 2014/62/EU: 

 Adoption of useful investigation tools for counterfeit currency crimes, such as 

those used against organised crime (i.e., undercover agents, wiretapping, police 

supervision, compulsory residence, property confiscation.; 

 Introduction of the crime of unduly use of tools/equipment employed in 

authorised production of banknotes and coins for fraudulent purposes; 

 Punishment for counterfeit of banknotes and coins due to be issued;  

 Punishment for abetting, inducement, complicity and attempt of forgery related 

crimes. 

10. The crucial points of Directive 2014/62/EU are Articles 10 and 11. Article 10 

provides for the “obligation to transmit counterfeit euro notes and coins for analysis 

and detection of counterfeit Member States shall ensure that during criminal 

proceedings the examination by the National Analysis Centre and Coin National 

Analysis Centre of suspected counterfeit euro notes and coins for analysis, 

identification and detection of further counterfeits, is permitted without delay”. 

While Art. 11 states: “Statistics Member States shall, at least every two years, 

transmit data to the Commission”.  


